
Mass Times: 

Sunday Masses 

6.00 pm (Saturday)  

9.15, 11.00 & 12.30 
 

Weekday Masses 

Mon. Tues., Fri & Sat.: 

9.30 am 

Wed.: 7.00 am  

Thurs: 7.00 pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass: 9.30 am & 8.00 pm 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Sat 10.00-10.45 am 

 
Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour  
First Saturday: 8.45 am 
 
Legion of Mary  
Every Friday after the 9.30 
am Mass.  
 

Rosary 

After daily Mass during the 

week  

 

Confessions 

Sat 10.15-10.45 am,  

5.15-5.45 pm  

or by request 

 

Baptism  
See Parish Priest 

Preparation obligatory 

 

Marriage 

See Parish Priest 

Six months’ notice required 

Preparation obligatory 

Last week’s collection 

 

£855.29   

  

Thank-you 
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Catholic Church of the 

Holy Ghost & St. Stephen  
44 Ashchurch Grove  

London W12 9BU  
Tel:  0208 743 5196 

www.rcshepherdsbush.org 

 

18 August 2019 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 Fr. Mark writes: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth.’ Those words of Jesus 

have particular resonance for any priest who studied at my former seminary. They 

are the motto of the English College, Rome. Every day they were before us in the 

great painting of the Trinity which hangs above the altar in the College Chapel. 

They are not empty words. That painting depicts not just the Trinity, but also the 

two English martyr saints who are the College’s patrons, St. Thomas Becket and St. 

Edmund. The first seminarians who studied at the College knew that they might 

well be called to follow in that tradition, giving their lives for Christ in returning to 

England as Catholic priests – then a capital offence. When seminarians heard that  

one of their former number had been killed in England, they came before this very picture, ‘the 

Martyrs’ Picture,’ to sing the Church’s great hymn of praise, the Te Deum. (The tradition continues to 

this day on the Feast of the College Martyrs, 1 December.) 

‘I have come to set fire to the earth.’ For all of us, this is Christ’s urgent call that there should be 

nothing lukewarm about our faith. We should always be vigilant as to those whom we might bring to 

Jesus and eternal life, for those in danger of wandering from the path of life. Jesus wants those on fire 

with the faith – not a destructive fire, but a fire of warm, pastoral charity.  
 
 

Baptisms  
We welcome Jasper Boyce, who is baptised at this week. 

 The next baptism preparation course for parents attending Mass here who wish to have young children 

baptised will be in the Parish House at 7.30 pm over two Wednesday evenings, 23 and 30 September.  
 

Tony John, RIP 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Tony John. His funeral Mass will be at 12.30 pm this Friday, 

23 August. 
  

First Holy Communion 2020 
The First Confession and First Holy Communion programme starts in October. It is for the children of 

families attending Mass here who start school Year 3 in September. The children meet in the Good 

Shepherd School most Sunday mornings during term time and attend the 11 am Mass afterwards. The 

celebration of First Holy Communion itself will be at two Masses specifically for the children at noon 

on Saturday, 9 and 16 May 2020. Application forms will be available at Mass at the beginning of next 

month. 
 

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? RCIA 
Jesus Christ wants everyone to be a full member of His Catholic Church. This results from receiving the 

sacraments of initiation: baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion. (Of course, we are also to 

believe in Him and live out that faith in Sunday worship and the lives we lead.) In the past it was 

normal to receive these sacraments as children. Increasingly, this may not be the case – the reason for 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. The RCIA group meets most Tuesday evenings, starting on 8 

October. We reflect on what we as Catholics believe, how we pray and how we live our faith in the 

world. There are no set expectations. Only if the individual wishes to proceed and it is right for them, 

do they receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 11 April 2020. For more information, 

please take a yellow form from the back of church and return your details to Fr. Mark. 
 

Youth Summit 
All young people of the diocese are invited to 'The Summit' at Westminster Cathedral on Friday, 18 

October 2019, 6.30-8 pm, for an evening of inspiring reflections, contemporary worship music and 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Cardinal Nichols and Brenden Thompson from Catholic Voices 

will be leading reflections. The evening promises to be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our faith 

together. Please come along and encourage your friends, families, classes, youth groups, confirmation 

groups and any other young people you know to join us. More information 

at https://dowym.com/events/the-summit-westminster-cathedral/ 
 

    Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Vickers   

    Catechetical Co-ordinator: Daniel O’Brien (from Sept.)  
   Parish Secretary: Sherry Samele 

 

 

                                                 E-mail:   markvickers@rcdow.org.uk 

                                              E-mail:  shepherdsbushcat@rcdow.org.uk 
      E-Mail: shepherdsbush@rcdow.org.uk   
  

https://dowym.com/events/the-summit-westminster-cathedral/
mailto:markvickers@rcdow.org.uk


Parish Office 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10:00 -
14:30; Friday: 10:00-14:00 
 

Good Shepherd  
Catholic Primary School 
35 Gayford Road 
www.goodshepherdrc.lbhf.
sch.uk  
020 8743 5060 
Head: Mrs. Imogen Lavelle 
 

Catholic Chaplaincies 
Charing Cross Hospital 
020 3311 1042 
Hammersmith Hospital 
020 3313 4574 
 
Safeguarding Officers 
07561 588717 
Lucy Road 
shepherdsbushsg@safeguar
drcdow.org.uk  
Cathrin Sarll 
shepherdsbushsg2@safegu
ardrcdow.org.uk 
 
Planned giving scheme 
(envelopes/standing orders)  
Gary O’Brien  
07392 203005 
 
Text giving scheme   
Text ‘Parish SHEPB’ to 
70800 
 
St. Vincent De Paul (SVP) 

Mobile: 07925 560538 
 
Young mums group   
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly. 
Call or text Laura on 
07944 135275  
 
Young dads group  
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly 
christopher.p.morrison@g
mail.com  
 
Young adults group  
Meets Sun. 6 pm monthly 
santiagopise@hotmail.com 
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Jim & 

Sue Maguire returning to 

Holy Ghost & St. Stephen 

to celebrate their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary, 

having been married here 

50 years ago. With 

prayers for many years of 

health and happiness.  

 

 
St. Bernard 

 

‘Let us not imagine that 
we obscure the glory of 

the Son by the great 

praise we lavish on the 

Mother; for the more she 

is honoured, the greater is 

the glory of her Son.’   

 

 

:   

          

 

 

 

 

 

  

Readings at Sunday Mass                          Year C – Volume 2, pages 124-127 

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10        Hebrews 12:1-4   Luke 12:49-53 

 

 

Psalm Response: 39    Lord, come to my aid!.  

 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord,  

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 
 
 

Church cleaning:      Next Saturday (24 August):  Isioma &Yordanos. 

  Mass Intentions for Week 17 August - 25 August 2019 
Saturday 17 August   

 

18.00 Colin Conroy, Anniv. 

Sunday 18 August   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Frank Brophy & Elen Cullen, RIP 

Pro populo 

Micky & Marian McGilligan, RIP 

Monday, 19 August   9.30 Jim Geary, RIP 

Tuesday, 20 August 
St Bernard  

9.30 Michael Gleeson, RIP 

Wednesday, 21 August 
St Pius X 

7.00 Sr. Maura O’Connor, FMM, RIP 

Thursday 22 August 
Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary  

19.00 Tricia Cave, int. 

Friday, 23 August 9.30 

12.30 

Glyniss Gibbs, RIP 

Tony John, RIP: Funeral  

Saturday 24 August  
St Bartholomew  

  

9.30 Sr. Maura Maher, FMM, RIP 
 

 18.00 Gleeson family, RIP 

Sunday 25 August    9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Maureen O’Keefe, Anniv. 

Michael Morrison, RIP 

Pro populo 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND OF THE PARISH:  
Alfie Bartlam, Christopher Browne, May Carter, Pasquale de Stefano, Sheila Dineen, Sandra Jones, 

Emmet Kenny, Bridget McMorrow, Peggy O’Rourke, Della Panting, Gemma Sweny, Franco Vuoto, 

Doris Williams, Sarah Williams & the Chiswick Nursing Centre residents.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Jesus taught that marriage is for life. This is how God intended it from the beginning. It is why we 

celebrate marriage in church – to receive the grace and blessings we need to live this relationship for 

the benefit of the couple, children and wider community.  

The Church recognises that, sadly, separation may occasionally be necessary, especially if a spouse or 

children are threatened with violence. There is a mistaken notion that divorce of itself prevents us 

receiving Holy Communion. That is not the case. A person can be divorced against their wishes or 

they might be the innocent party’ The issue with receiving Communion relates to the behaviour of a 

spouse (e.g. if they caused the breakdown, say, through adultery) or entering into another civil 

marriage during the lifetime of the other spouse.   

It might be that an ‘annulment’ is a possibility. This is not Catholic divorce. Rather it is a declaration, 

after a thorough investigation, that – in the eyes of God and the Church – there was no marriage in the 

first place and, therefore, other things being equal, the person is free to marry. This might be the case 

where someone was forced into marriage, where one party lacked the psychological maturity to enter 

into marriage or had excluded the possibility of having children. The Church does not get into the 

business of apportioning blame. It is simply a question of determining whether the couple on the 

wedding day intended to enter into marriage as the Church understands it. 

The Church always starts from the presumption that a marriage is valid, but will then consider all the 

evidence to see whether the contrary might be the case. People sometimes worry about the effect of an 

annulment might have on any children. Again, when the marriage was entered into in good faith, the 

Church will presume the legitimacy of the children even if an annulment is subsequently granted. 
The Church wants people to be able to receive the sacraments. Therefore, do not hesitate to speak to a 

priest if you think that the annulment procedure might apply to you. Anything you say will be treated 

in strictest confidence, and the priest and the diocesan authorities are there to help and advice you. It 

may be that something which has been concerning you for years may be capable of relatively easy 

resolution.         
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