
Mass Times: 

Sunday Masses 

6.00 pm (Saturday)  

9.15, 11.00 & 12.30 
 

Weekday Masses 

Mon. Tues., Fri & Sat.: 

9.30 am 

Wed.: 7.00 am  

Thurs: 7.00 pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass: 9.30 am & 8.00 pm 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Sat 10.00-10.45 am 

 
Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour  
First Saturday: 8.45 am 
 
Legion of Mary  
Every Friday after the 9.30 
am Mass.  
 

Rosary 

After daily Mass during the 

week  

 

Confessions 

Sat 10.15-10.45 am,  

5.15-5.45 pm  

or by request 

 

Baptism  
See Parish Priest 

Preparation obligatory 

 

Marriage 

See Parish Priest 

Six months’ notice required 

Preparation obligatory 

Last week’s collection 

 

£760.71 

  

Thank-you 
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25 August 2019 

Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 Fr. Mark writes: The existence of suffering is often used as an argument 

against the existence of (a loving) God. Suffering is not of God, it is the 

consequence of living in a fallen world. But, as the Letter to the Hebrews makes 

clear, it is no reason to deny God. Indeed, God can and will make use of suffering, 

if we allow Him. Suffering and sickness can cause us to reassess our priorities, to 

break our attachment to material things which are of no use in such circumstances. 

Suffering can increase our dependence on God and, depending on our disposition, 

make us less absorbed in ourselves. It can give us a greater appreciation for the 

sufferings of others, and a desire to help them. It was the suffering and death of    

Christ which brought salvation to the world.  
 

 

Congratulations 
We congratulate Marc Doyle and Anna Cox who will be married here in the coming week, and wish 

them many years of happy married life together.  
 
 

Baptisms  
The next baptism preparation course for parents attending Mass here who wish to have young children 

baptised will be in the Parish House at 7.30 pm over two Wednesday evenings, 23 and 30 September.  
 

First Holy Communion 2020 
The First Confession and First Holy Communion programme starts in October. It is for the children of 

families attending Mass here who start school Year 3 in September. The children meet in the Good 

Shepherd School most Sunday mornings during term time and attend the 11 am Mass afterwards. The 

celebration of First Holy Communion itself will be at two Masses specifically for the children at noon 

on Saturday, 9 and 16 May 2020. Application forms will be available at Mass at the beginning of next 

month. 
 

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? RCIA 
Jesus Christ wants everyone to be a full member of His Catholic Church. This results from receiving the 

sacraments of initiation: baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion. In the past it was normal to 

receive these sacraments as children. Increasingly, this may not be the case – the reason for the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults. The RCIA group meets most Tuesday evenings, starting on 8 October. 

We reflect on what we as Catholics believe, how we pray and how we live our faith in the world. There 

are no set expectations. Only if the individual wishes to proceed and it is right for them, do they receive 

the sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 11 April 2020. For more information, please take a 

yellow form from the back of church and return your details to Fr. Mark. 
 
 
 

Youth Summit 
All young people of the diocese are invited to 'The Summit' at Westminster Cathedral on Friday, 18 

October 2019, 6.30-8 pm, for an evening of inspiring reflections, contemporary worship music and 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Cardinal Nichols and Brenden Thompson from Catholic Voices 

will be leading reflections. The evening promises to be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our faith 

together. Please come along and encourage your friends, families, classes, youth groups, confirmation 

groups and any other young people you know to join us. More information 

at https://dowym.com/events/the-summit-westminster-cathedral/ 
 
 

 

Growing in Faith  
Six years ago the parish was very generous in its response to the Diocese’s Growing in Faith campaign. 

The Diocese has just issued a final statement showing how much money was raised and how it has been 

spent. A copy is available on the noticeboard at the back of church. With tax reclaims, we raised a total 

of £228,113 – thank-you very much indeed. Most of that went to support the cost of sick & retired 

priests, social projects and charitable works and priest training. It has also paid for the cost of a parish 

catechist, and should continue to do so for another couple of years. Thank-you for your generosity.   

    Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Vickers   

    Catechetical Co-ordinator: Daniel O’Brien (from Sept.)  
   Parish Secretary: Sherry Samele 

 

 

                                                 E-mail:   markvickers@rcdow.org.uk 

                                              E-mail:  shepherdsbushcat@rcdow.org.uk 
      E-Mail: shepherdsbush@rcdow.org.uk   
  

https://dowym.com/events/the-summit-westminster-cathedral/
mailto:markvickers@rcdow.org.uk


Parish Office 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10:00 -
14:30; Friday: 10:00-14:00 
 

Good Shepherd  
Catholic Primary School 
35 Gayford Road 
www.goodshepherdrc.lbhf.
sch.uk  
020 8743 5060 
Head: Mrs. Imogen Lavelle 
 

Catholic Chaplaincies 
Charing Cross Hospital 
020 3311 1042 
Hammersmith Hospital 
020 3313 4574 
 
Safeguarding Officers 
07561 588717 
Lucy Road 
shepherdsbushsg@safeguar
drcdow.org.uk  
Cathrin Sarll 
shepherdsbushsg2@safegu
ardrcdow.org.uk 
 
Planned giving scheme 
(envelopes/standing orders)  
Gary O’Brien  
07392 203005 
 
Text giving scheme   
Text ‘Parish SHEPB’ to 
70800 
 
St. Vincent De Paul (SVP) 

Mobile: 07925 560538 
 
Young mums group   
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly. 
Call or text Laura on 
07944 135275  
 
Young dads group  
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly 
christopher.p.morrison@g
mail.com  
 
Young adults group  
Meets Sun. 6 pm monthly 
santiagopise@hotmail.com 
 

Catechism 
 

‘The Church affirms that 

for believers the 

sacraments of the New 

Covenant are necessary 

for salvation,’ n. 1129  

 

St. Augustine 

 

‘You are great, O Lord, 

and greatly to be praised: 

great is Your power and 

Your wisdom is without 

measure. And man, so 

small a part of Your 
creation, wants to praise 

You … You have made 

us for Yourself, and our 

heart is restless until it 

rests in You,’ 

Confessions, I 

 

:   

          

 

 

 

 

 

  

Readings at Sunday Mass                          Year C – Volume 2, pages 127-130 

Isaiah 66:18-21          Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13   Luke 13:22-30 

 

 

Psalm Response: 116   Go out to the whole world, proclaim the Good News. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 
 
 

Church cleaning:      Next Saturday (31 August):  Ruth, Antonia, Bisirat. 

  Mass Intentions for Week 24 August - 1 September 2019 
Saturday 24 August  

 

18.00 Gleeson family, RIP 

Sunday 25 August    9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Maureen O’Keefe, Anniv. 

Michael Morrison, RIP 

Pro populo 

Monday, 26 August   9.30 William McGovern, RIP 

Tuesday, 27 August 
St Monica  

9.30 John Cantwell, RIP 

Wednesday, 28 August 
St Augustine 

7.00 Jeanne Thornton, RIP 

Thursday 29 August 
Passion of St John the Baptist  

19.00 Sandy Dawson, RIP 

Friday, 30 August 9.30 Parishioners’ int.  

Saturday 31 August  9.30 William McGovern, RIP 
 

 18.00 Dominic Egan, Anniv. 

Sunday 1 September   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Alexander Palhares, RIP 

Pro populo 

Michael Gleeson, RIP 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND OF THE PARISH:  
Alfie Bartlam, Christopher Browne, Martha Carey, May Carter, Pasquale de Stefano, Sheila Dineen, 

Sandra Jones, Emmet Kenny, Bridget McMorrow, Peggy O’Rourke, Gemma Sweny, Franco Vuoto, 

Doris Williams, Sarah Williams & the Chiswick Nursing Centre residents.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Fruitfulness of the Sacraments 
The sacraments are fundamental. They are not ‘things,’ but rather the actions of Jesus in His Church. 

When He ascended to heaven, His saving work did not finish; it continues principally through the 

sacraments. During His earthly ministry, He accepted the restrictions of His humanity – being in one 

place at one time. After His Ascension, through the power of the Holy Spirit, His presence is universal 

in the sacraments. During His earthly ministry, the grace of God came to us through the human body 

of Jesus; today it comes to us through the sacraments. When the sacraments are validly celebrated, we 

are guaranteed contact with God; we receive the spiritual help God intends for us. 

So why are we not always more conscious of the power and the effects of the sacraments? There can 

be various reasons. Firstly, the sacraments work at a much deeper level than the emotions. They go 

beyond the level of feelings. And we need to be patient. The work of grace may take a lifetime, like 

water smoothing away the rough edges of a pebble. The sacraments are powerful. 

But they are not magic. This is a partnership. God gives us His grace, but He expects us to work with 

Him. Above all, He expects faith on our part. Celebrated correctly in and by the Church, there is no 

question of the validity of the sacraments. But the fruitfulness of the sacraments is in large part down 

to us. Do we believe in Jesus? Are we trying to live our lives in accordance with His teaching? There 

is no point being baptised, confirmed or receiving Holy Communion if our lives are deliberately at 

odds with what Jesus asks of us. But where we are people of prayer and charity, coming to Mass each 

week, living our relationships honestly and kindly in line with the commandments, then we can be 

completely transformed by this regular contact with Christ in the sacraments. 
 

Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers’) Appeal 
We have our annual missionary appeal at all the Masses next weekend. Fr. John Gerrard will be 

preaching the appeal on behalf of the Missionaries of Africa, and there will be a retiring collection at 

the end of each Mass.   

The Missionaries of Africa (‘White Fathers’) are an international team of priests, brothers and lay 

associates from Africa, Britain and around the world. Through parish work, building up small 

Christian communities, working with the media, involvement in peace and justice, agriculture, 

seminary training, education and social welfare, the Missionaries of Africa aim to work in partnership 

with the Church in Africa … and above all else to help build up the leadership of the Churches.   
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