
Mass Times: 

Sunday Masses 

6.00 pm (Saturday)  

9.15, 11.00 & 12.30 
 

Weekday Masses 

Mon. Tues., Fri & Sat.: 

9.30 am 

Wed.: 7.00 am  

Thurs: 7.00 pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass: 9.30 am & 8.00 pm 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Sat 10.00-10.45 am 

 
Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour  
First Saturday: 8.45 am 
 
Legion of Mary  
Every Friday after the 9.30 
am Mass.  
 

Rosary 

After daily Mass during the 

week  

 

Confessions 

Sat 10.15-10.45 am,  

5.15-5.45 pm  

or by request 

 

Baptism  
See Parish Priest 

Preparation obligatory 

 

Marriage 

See Parish Priest 

Six months’ notice required 

Preparation obligatory 

Last week’s collection 

 

£1,038.65  

  

Thank-you 
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Catholic Church of the 

Holy Ghost & St. Stephen  
44 Ashchurch Grove  

London W12 9BU  
Tel:  0208 743 5196 

www.rcshepherdsbush.org 

 

15 September 2019 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 Fr. Mark writes: The Parable of the Prodigal Son is, we know, the story of two 

sons. Where do our sympathies lie – with the elder or the younger? 

The behaviour of the younger son is inexcusable. He rejects home and family. As 

has been pointed out, asking for his share of the inheritance is as good as wishing 

his father dead. We are led to believe that he goes on to commit every sin in the 

book. The natural reaction is to condemn the younger son as irresponsible and 

ungrateful. And so he is. But he is also offered mercy by his father, and he responds 

to that mercy. ‘He came to his senses.’  

The elder son has never been anything other than sensible. He is respectable and 

 hardworking – the type we easily approve of. And yet … where is the warmth, the love and the 

forgiveness? Both towards his brother and his father, there is only bitterness and resentment. The father 

pleads with the elder son, as he had showered forgiveness upon the younger. The haunting thing is that 

we are not told how the elder son finally reacts. We are left to apply the conclusions ourselves.   

 

Home Mission Sunday  
Today is Home Mission Sunday. The Bishops’ Home Mission Office helps the local Church engage in 

the vital task of evangelisation. This weekend they ask for our prayers and financial support. Our 

prayers help them to be attentive to the Holy Spirit, Who directs their work. Our donations enable them 

to share the joy of the Gospel in our country. Thank-you for your generosity in supporting the retiring 

collection at the end of this Mass. There are envelopes at the back of church for those who wish to Gift 

Aid their donation. For more information or to donate online please visit www.homemission.org.uk  
 

PDF: Pizza, Drinks, Faith 
Our group for young adults (singles or couples yet to start a family aged 18-35) meets at 8.00 pm in the 

Parish House this (Sunday) evening. We have a presentation on grace – how we share the life of God. 

Then discussion and the chance to socialise over pizza and a drink. You are very welcome to join us. 
 

Baptisms  
We welcome Louie Zapletal, who is baptised this weekend.  

The next baptism preparation course for parents attending Mass here who wish to have young children 

baptised will be in the Parish House at 7.30 pm over two Monday evenings, 23 and 30 September. We 

can then arrange a date for the baptism after the second session. It would be good for both parents to 

attend, but only one need do so. If you have already attended the sessions in respect of an older child, it 

is not necessary to attend again.  

 

Catholic Curry Club 
This group for fathers of children of primary school age or younger meets monthly to share faith, 

friendship and curry. Out first meeting after the summer is in the Parish House at 7.30 pm next 

Thursday, 26 September, when we are joined by Fr. Stephen Wang, the principal university chaplain 

in the Diocese. Fr. Stephen will talk about and demonstrate the progamme he has developed, 

‘Sycamore: Thinking about Life and Faith.’ Widely used, it has helped many people consider what they 

really believe. So, is this Catholic Alpha? Something to ask Fr. Stephen! Please let Chris Morrison 

know whether you wish to attend and give him your curry order at christopher.p.morrison@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

First Holy Communion 2020 
The First Confession and First Holy Communion programme starts with a meeting in the church for 

parents at 3.00 pm on Sunday, 6 October. It is for the children of families attending Mass here who 

start school Year 3 in September. The children meet in the Good Shepherd School most Sunday 

mornings during term time and attend the 11 am Mass afterwards. The celebration of First Holy 

Communion itself will be at two Masses specifically for the children at noon on Saturday, 9 and 16 

May 2020. Application forms are available at the back of church. Please return the completed form, fee 

and, if necessary, copy of the baptism certificate by the end of the month. 

    Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Vickers   

    Catechetical Co-ordinator: Daniel O’Brien   
   Parish Secretary: Sherry Samele 

 

                                         E-mail:   markvickers@rcdow.org.uk 

                                        E-mail:  shepherdsbushcat@rcdow.org.uk 
        E-Mail: shepherdsbush@rcdow.org.uk   
  

http://www.homemission.org.uk/
mailto:christopher.p.morrison@gmail.com
mailto:markvickers@rcdow.org.uk


Parish Office 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10:00 -
14:30; Friday: 10:00-14:00 
 

Good Shepherd  
Catholic Primary School 
35 Gayford Road 
www.goodshepherdrc.lbhf.
sch.uk  
020 8743 5060 
Head: Mrs. Imogen Lavelle 
 

Catholic Chaplaincies 
Charing Cross Hospital 
020 3311 1042 
Hammersmith Hospital 
020 3313 4574 
 
Safeguarding Officers 
07561 588717 
Lucy Road 
shepherdsbushsg@safeguar
drcdow.org.uk  
Cathrin Sarll 
shepherdsbushsg2@safegu
ardrcdow.org.uk 
 
Planned giving scheme 
(envelopes/standing orders)  
Gary O’Brien  
07392 203005 
 
Text giving scheme   
Text ‘Parish SHEPB’ to 
70800 
 
St. Vincent De Paul (SVP) 

Mobile: 07925 560538 
 
Young mums group   
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly. 
Call or text Laura on 
07944 135275  
 
Young dads group  
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly 
christopher.p.morrison@g
mail.com  
 
Young adults group  
Meets Sun. 6 pm monthly 
santiagopise@hotmail.com 
 

Mass Count 
 

Our annual Mass count 

takes place over the four 

weeks starting next 

Sunday. Last year we had 

an average of 650 at Mass 

each Sunday.   

 
Daily Mass Times  

 

I have been asked to 

speak at a conference on 

Catholic-Anglican 

relations in Durham 

during the week. It will 
mean a couple of changes 

to the daily Mass times: 

Mass this Tuesday will 

be at 7.00 am and there 

will be no Mass on 

Wednesday.  

 

:   

          

 

 

 

 

 

  

Readings at Sunday Mass                          Year C – Volume 2, pages 136-139 

Exodus 32: 7-11, 13-14        1 Timothy 1:12-17   Luke 15:1-32 

 

 

Psalm Response: 50    I will leave this place and go to my father. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eye of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 
 
 

Church cleaning:      Next Saturday (21 September):  Gina, Isioma, Maribel. 

  Mass Intentions for Week 14 September - 22 September 2019 
Saturday 14 September  

 

18.00 Michael Gleeson, RIP 

Sunday 15 September   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Pro populo 

Mary Fletcher, RIP 

John Paddy Cox, Anniv. 

Monday, 16 September 
Ss Cornelius 

  9.30 Stephen, Tim & John Healy, Anniv.  

Tuesday, 17 September 7.00 Sean Gleeson, int. 

Wednesday, 18 September 7.00 No Mass 

Thursday 19 September  19.00 Patsy & Paddy O’Flaherty - 50
th
 Wedding Anniv. 

Friday, 20 September 
Ss Andrew Kim & Co. 

9.30 Mary & Fred Fitzgerald - 50
th

 Wedding Anniv. 

Saturday 21 September  
St Matthew 

9.30 William McGovern, RIP 
 

 18.00 Gleeson Family, RIP 

Sunday 22 September   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Pro populo 

William McGovern, RIP 

Sinead & Dawn Carey, Anniv.  
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND OF THE PARISH:  
Christopher Browne, May Carter, Pasquale de Stefano, Sheila Dineen, Sandra Jones, Emmet Kenny, 

Bridget McMorrow, Peggy O’Rourke, Gemma Sweny, Franco Vuoto, Ellen White, Doris Williams, 

Sarah Williams & the Chiswick Nursing Centre residents.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Adoremus   
Each month we open the doors of the church to those passing by, inviting them in to pray, light a 

candle or just be still. Our next hour of candlelit prayer in the church is at 7.30-8.30 pm on Sunday, 

29 September. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar,there is the opportunity for Confessions 

and we finish with Benediction at 8.20 pm. Do join us for some much-needed time and space with the 

Lord. 
 

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? RCIA 
Jesus Christ wants everyone to be a full member of His Catholic Church. This results from receiving 

the sacraments of initiation: baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion. In the past it was normal to 

receive these sacraments as children. Increasingly, this may not be the case – the reason for the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults. The RCIA group meets most Tuesday evenings, starting on 8 October. 

We reflect on what we as Catholics believe, how we pray and how we live our faith in the world. 

There are no set expectations. Only if the individual wishes to proceed and it is right for them, do they 

receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 11 April 2020. For more information, please 

take a yellow form from the back of church and return your details to Fr. Mark. 
 

Secondary School References 
Fr. Mark will be available in the Parish House to sign priest references for applications to Catholic 

secondary schools: 5-7 pm, Monday, 7 October, 2-4 pm, Saturday, 12 October and 7-9 pm, 

Wednesday, 16 October. Both parent/carer and the child should attend. Please bring the Certificate 

of Catholic Practice (one per school) having already completed the details you are required to give 

and, if the baptism did not take place here, a copy of your child’s baptism certificate. There are no 

specific appointments for the signing sessions. Provided everyone does not arrive at the start of the 

first session and people stick to the dates given, it will run smoothly. 

In seeking a reference, you are asking the priest to confirm whether you attend Mass each Sunday as 

an established pattern of practice. If you have recently moved into the parish or attend Mass more 

regularly at another church, it may make sense to seek a reference from the priest in that other church. 

(There will be the opportunity for signing primary school references after half term.)  
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