
Mass Times: 

Sunday Masses 

6.00 pm (Saturday)  

9.15, 11.00 & 12.30 
 

Weekday Masses 

Mon. Tues., Fri & Sat.: 

9.30 am 

Wed.: 7.00 am  

Thurs: 7.00 pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass: 9.30 am & 8.00 pm 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Sat 10.00-10.45 am 

 
Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour  
First Saturday: 8.45 am 
 
Legion of Mary  
Every Friday after the 9.30 
am Mass.  
 

Rosary 

After daily Mass during the 

week  

 

Confessions 

Sat 10.15-10.45 am,  

5.15-5.45 pm  

or by request 

 

Baptism  
See Parish Priest 

Preparation obligatory 

 

Marriage 

See Parish Priest 

Six months’ notice required 

Preparation obligatory 

Last week’s collection 

 

£1,146.12   

  

Thank-you 
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Catholic Church of the 

Holy Ghost & St. Stephen  
44 Ashchurch Grove  

London W12 9BU  
Tel:  0208 743 5196 

www.rcshepherdsbush.org 

 

6 October 2019 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 Fr. Mark writes: Let us begin this Year of Scripture by asking ourselves: what 

is God saying to me specifically at this point in today’s Gospel? ‘Increase our 

faith.’ That is a prayer we all need to make. But in what particular way is it that our 

faith needs to be increased? Is it the fundamental belief in the existence of God 

Himself, the assurance that Jesus is real and loves me? Or is it the need to trust God 

in some current difficulty in my life, having confidence that He is in control and 

will ensure that things work for the best? Indeed, ‘increase our faith.’ 

But the Gospel goes on to remind us that we are not God’s equals, certainly not His 

superiors. We do not presume to tell Him what to do or expect Him to jump to our  

expectations. ‘We are merely servants.’ The realisation is actually a relief. God is in charge.  
 

Harvest Fast Day: Friday, 4 October 
Last Friday we were invited to fast and pray, and from what we saved to extend the hand of friendship 

to the world’s poorest people. Fabiano’s village in Uganda has been devastated by drought. Every day 

children trekked miles for water – risking their health and safety. Donations from English & Welsh 

parishes helped install a solar-powered water pump. Now Fabio and his friends collect water quickly 

and safely. Please return the envelope attached to last week’s newsletter or any other donation in the 

second collection at the end of this Mass. Thank-you. 
   

First Holy Communion Programme 
The First Confession and First Holy Communion programme starts with a parents’ meeting in church at 

3.00 pm this (Sunday) afternoon. The children have their first session in the Good Shepherd School at 

9.45 am next Sunday, 13 October, and then attend the 11 am Mass. Completed application forms 

should now have been returned together with the fee and, if necessary, copy of the baptism certificate. 
 

Secondary School References 
Fr. Mark is available in the Parish House to sign priest references for applications to Catholic secondary 

schools: 5-7 pm this Monday, 7 October, 2-4 pm this Saturday, 12 October and 7-9 pm, next 

Wednesday, 16 October. Both parent/carer and the child should attend. Please bring the Certificate of 

Catholic Practice (from the school web site or application pack) for each school applied to, having 

completed your details and, if the baptism did not take place here, a copy of your child’s baptism 

certificate. There are no specific appointments for the signing sessions. Provided everyone does not 

arrive at the start of the first session and people stick to the dates given, it will run smoothly. 

In seeking a reference, you are asking the priest to confirm whether you attend Mass each Sunday as an 

established pattern of practice. If you have recently moved into the parish or attend Mass more 

regularly at another church, it may make sense to seek a reference from the priest in that other church. 

(There will be the opportunity for signing primary school references after half term.)  
 

William Dwane, Robert Webster and Martha Williams, RIP  
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Bill Dwane, Robert Webster and Martha Williams. Bill’s 

funeral Mass is at 9.30 am this Tuesday, 8 October; Robert’s is at 12.30 pm this Friday, 11 October; 

and Martha’s is at 11.00 am on Wednesday, 16 October.    
  

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? RCIA 
Jesus Christ wants everyone to be a full member of His Catholic Church, receiving the sacraments of 
initiation: baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion. In the past it was normal to receive these as 

children. Increasingly, this may not be the case – the reason for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. The RCIA group meets most Tuesday evenings, starting at 8.00 pm this Tuesday, 8 October. 

We reflect on what Catholics believe, and how we pray and live our faith in the world. There are no set 

expectations. If the individual wishes to proceed and it is right for them, they receive the sacraments at 

the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 11 April 2020. For more information, please take a yellow form from the 

back of church and return your details to Fr. Mark. 

 

    Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Vickers   

    Catechetical Co-ordinator: Daniel O’Brien   
   Parish Secretary: Sherry Samele 

 

                                         E-mail:   markvickers@rcdow.org.uk 

                                        E-mail:  shepherdsbushcat@rcdow.org.uk 
        E-Mail: shepherdsbush@rcdow.org.uk   
  

mailto:markvickers@rcdow.org.uk


Parish Office 
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 10:00 -
14:30; Friday: 10:00-14:00 
 

Good Shepherd  
Catholic Primary School 
35 Gayford Road 
www.goodshepherdrc.lbhf.
sch.uk  
020 8743 5060 
Head: Mrs. Imogen Lavelle 
 

Catholic Chaplaincies 
Charing Cross Hospital 
020 3311 1042 
Hammersmith Hospital 
020 3313 4574 
 
Safeguarding Officers 
07561 588717 
Lucy Road 
shepherdsbushsg@safeguar
drcdow.org.uk  
Cathrin Sarll 
shepherdsbushsg2@safegu
ardrcdow.org.uk 
 
Planned giving scheme 
(envelopes/standing orders)  
Gary O’Brien  
07392 203005 
 
Text giving scheme   
Text ‘Parish SHEPB’ to 
70800 
 
St. Vincent De Paul (SVP) 

Mobile: 07925 560538 
 
Young mums group   
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly. 
Call or text Laura on 
07944 135275  
 
Young dads group  
Thurs. 7.30 pm monthly 
christopher.p.morrison@g
mail.com  
 
Young adults group  
Meets Sun. 6 pm monthly 
santiagopise@hotmail.com 
 

Welcome 
 

Congratulations to Daniel 

Pinton Garcia, who is 

baptised this weekend. 

  
St. John Paul II  

 

‘A need for commitment 

and prayer arises in 

relation to … the family, 

the primary cell of 

society, increasingly 

menaced by forces of 

disintegration on both the 

ideological and practical 
planes … The revival of 

the rosary in Christian 

families … will be an 

effective aid to countering 

the devastating effect of 

this crisis typical of our 

age.’  

 

:   

          

 

 

 

 

 

  

Readings at Sunday Mass                          Year C – Volume 2, pages 146-149 

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4             2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14              Luke 17:5-10  

 

 

Psalm Response: 94     O that today you would listen to his voice!  Harden not your hearts. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 
 

Church cleaning:      Next Saturday (12 October):  Ruth, Alexandra, Marsha. 

  Mass Intentions for Week 5 October - 13 October 2019 
Saturday 5 October  18.00 Michael Gleeson, RIP 

Sunday 6 October   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Pro populo 

Nino Annicchiaricco & Luigi Staffiero, RIP 

Michael & Michelle Carey, Anniv. 

Monday, 7 October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

  9.30 Paddy McLoughlin, RIP 

Tuesday, 8 October 9.30 William Dwane, RIP: Funeral 

Wednesday, 9 October 
Bl. John Henry Newman 

7.00 John Downing, RIP 

Thursday 10 October  19.00 Hannah & Martin O’Mahoney, RIP 

Friday, 11 October  9.30 

12.30 

Willis Andrew Jordan, int 

Robert Webster, RIP: Funeral 

Saturday 12 October  9.30 Sheila Downey, int.  

 18.00 Michael & Theresa Naughton, Anniv. 

Sunday 13 October   9.15 

11.00 

12.30 

Pro populo 

Statia & family, int. 

Tommy Downey, Anniv. 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND OF THE PARISH:  
Pierina Beltrami, Christopher Browne, May Carter, Agnes Charles, Pasquale de Stefano, Sheila 

Dineen, Sean Gleeson, Sandra Jones, Bridget McMorrow, Peggy O’Rourke, Gemma Sweny, Franco 

Vuoto, Ellen White, Doris Williams, Sarah Williams & the Chiswick Nursing Centre residents.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Summit 
On Friday, 18 October between 6.30 and 8.30 pm Westminster Youth Service is hosting a fantastic 

evening of prayer, Adoration, praise and worship, and inspirational talks in Westminster Cathedral. It 

is free and is aimed at those aged 15-25. Speakers include the Cardinal and Brenden Thompson of 

Catholic Voices, who spoke to our Confirmation group in the spring. We hope to take a group from 

the parish led by myself, Daniel and Georgia Clarke. We have contacted last year’s Confirmation 

group but, if there are other young people who wish to join us, you are very welcome. Please contact 

Daniel at shepherdsbushcat@rcdow.org.uk or the parish landline. Parents must complete a consent for 

under18s. For more information see https://dowym.com/events/the-summit-westminster-cathedral/        
 

Cardinal Newman 
Many of us remember when Pope Benedict beatified John Henry Newman in Birmingham in 2010. 

Next Sunday Pope Francis will canonise him – an important day for the English and the universal 

Church. We will show a DVD of the new saint’s life in the Parish House at 7.30 pm on Sunday, 13 

October. At 3.30 pm on Saturday, 19 October there are Vespers in Westminster Cathedral with both 

Cardinal Nichols and the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Cardinal is also celebrating Mass at the 

London Oratory at 6.30 pm next Thursday, 17 October. See the posters at the back of church for 

further information. There is also a very good website www.newmancanonisation.com – especially 

the videos in the ‘Joining the Journey’ section.   
 

Parish Pilgrimage? 
Pilgrimages are an integral part of Catholic life. They remind us life itself is a pilgrimage, we deepen 

our appreciation of our faith and culture, it builds up community in a parish – and they are tremendous 

fun. I have taken many pilgrimages in former parishes. I wonder whether there is sufficient interest in 

a possible parish pilgrim for a week in early autumn 2020. Having just celebrated a Year of Scripture, 

I am considering the possibility of Greece – visiting Thessalonica, Philippi, Athens and Corinth – the 

first places in Europe where the Gospel was preached and to whom St. Paul wrote his letters. The cost 

of a pilgrimage normally includes flights, hotels, breakfast and one main meal each day, and a coach 

and guide at the destination. There is a certain amount of walking so we need to be reasonably robust. 

Let me know if you are interested, and, given sufficient numbers, I will cost an itinerary.   
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